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Aims

School Aims

. Tohave a consistent cursive aplaroach across the whole school
to-ensure high levels of presentation.

. o adopt a common alalaro‘ach toward.s handwntmg by all adults
when writing in children's hooks, on the whitehourd or on
d,leaLaHs / resources.

. Children to achieve a neat, LQngLe style with comct[y
formed letters in cursive handwntmg.

. Children to devetop ﬂup,ncy and slo,o,ed whilst writing, so that
Q,vv,n,tually the children are able to- write the letters with

confl;dence and correct orientation.

Consistency throughout the school

Pupils should experience coherence and continuity in the learning and
teachi,ng of ha,n,dwntmg across all school years and be Qn,cwraged to- take
pride in the presentation of their work. Our aim is to help pupils enjoy
Lo,am‘mg and devo,[opmg their ha,ndwnthg with a sense of achievement
and pride.

As recommended by the British Dyslexia Assotiation, we adopt a
continuous cursive style of writing.

Teachers and Lo,am'mg Support Assistants model the agreed cursive

StHLQ when modz[t'mg Wn'thg hoth in class, on oLLsIaLays and in
feedb,ac/c in hooks.

Our agreed cursive styte is detailed in Alo,lo,end‘ax I.



The letters will be taught in the following order/ groups:

Te,a,chm,g and Leam,Ln,g

/—/andwﬁ,tmg is a basic skill that influences the quality of work
throughout the curriculum. At the end of Key Stage 2 all pupils
should have the ability to-produce fluent, legible and, eventually,
speedy joinzd-up handwriting, and to- understand the different
forms of handwriting used for different purposes. We aim to- make
hand,wntmg an automatic protess that does not inferfere with

creative and mental thtnktng.

Ha.nd,wnti,ng frzg uency

/-/aerwn’thg is a cross-cwmiculum task and will he taken into

consideration durtng all lessons. Formal tea,chmg of haerWnthg is to he
carried out reg uLa,riH and systemathaLLy to-ensure KQ,H S tage to,rgets are

met.

EES

For our Houngest Iau,IaLLS we aim for two to three wze/dy SeSsions tota[['mg



30 to k5 minutes that will include the fotlowing;
- Movements to-enhance gross motor skills such as air-writing,
patiern m,a,/ang, dancing.
- Exercises to-develop fine motor skills such as ma,/ci,ng marks on
paper, whitehourds and sand trays, finger gym and disco-dough.
- Letter leamning to familiarise letter shapes, formation and

vocabu[a,ry :

YEARS 170 3.

Tuition will continue with two or three WQQ,/CLH sessions totaLLLng 30 to 4t5

minutes covering:

o Gross and fine motor skills exercises.

o Cursive ha,ndwﬁ,tmg reinforcement, Lo,a,mi,ng and proctice.

o Numerals, capitals and printed letters: where and when to-use, learning
and practice.

YEARS &4 TO 6:
More advanced haererthg technLq/ues will he taught du,rtng two or three

wm/dy sesSions tota,LLLng 30 to b5 minutes tea,chmg :
o Cursive handwntmg m-enfmemnt.
o [ mm-fLLLLng / Lab,QLLLng using Iarmted and caIaLtaL letters.

e Dictation exercises to teach the need for q,uLc/c notes and slozedy
haererthg writing.

Correct posture and, ,pznal. grip,for han,dmtmg
Pu,aLLs should he to,ught to- sit cmmct[y at a table, hoid,(,ng a Io,encLL



comfoﬁ‘ab[y and cmct[y .

. Chairs and desks within classrooms are matched to children’s
age and, /w;ght.
. Children’s backs should be stm,ight and feet resting on the
floor. A right—ha,ndzd child should have their hook slanted
to- the left. For a left-handed child the hook should be
slanted to- the right.
N Always make sure that the hand which is not /wid'mg the

Iaen,cLL oT" pen holds the paper.

SITTING POSITION

v/

Sit with a stra,l’gh,t
back, not lp.anLng over

The table reaches to- the plge
below-elbow height M

2

Sit n;gh.t back

K%p f%t f[a,t in the seat

on the floor Papp,r'/w'si.tmfor r'Lgh,t—
Pull the chair handed. children

W AR

THE TRIPOD PENCIL GRIP




Both right and left handed children should be encouraged to- use the tn'laod

grip which allows the Iazn,/ Io,zn,cLL to- be held securo,[y whilst a[[awing
controtled movements of the Iazn,/ Iop,n,cd nib.

/) Grip the pencil with your index finger and thumb with the nib
pointing away.

2) With your free hand, spin the pencil from underneath.

3) Use your middle finger to- support the underside of the pencil.



LEFT-HANDED CHILDREN

o Left-handed pupils should sit to-the left of a right-handed child so-that
they are not competing for space.

e Pupils should position the paper/bovk to- their left side and slanted, as
shown.

o Pencils should not he held tooclose to- the point as this can interrupt
pupils’ line of

vision.

o Lxtra proctice with Left-tcr—right exercises
may he necessary hefore Iau,lails write
&ft—to*—rtght automatécauy.

Pa,lo,er" possition for lzft—/w,ndzd
children



INCLUSION

Children whose handwﬁ,tmg is limited by Iaro’blems with fine motor skills,

an[udmg Left—handed children, and children with slazci,a[ educational
needs, will he given intervention to hp,[lo, achieve their optimum

handwrtttng level.

PENS AND PENCILS

. Children use a standard HB IozncLL, well sharpzrw,d.
A range of IozncLL grips are available to suit the need.s of the
children.

. When a teacher deems a child mady within KS2, thp,y will
he given a pen to- write with. All children will he using a
pen b,y the end of Year 3.



EXES

KSI

. Children to be introduced to pre-cursive and cursive script at

the earliest stages of Wn'thg.

. Children in F2 should be writing in the pre-cursive script

toenable an easier transition in Year! into the cursive
script, depending on their ability. However, the expectation
is that by the end of F2 pupils will start totransfer
towards a cursive script dp,lo,endmg on their skill and
abLLLtH.

' /mlatements such as chun,/éy triang wlar Io,encds, La,rge chalks

and, chun,/cy pens efc. are used by Iau,ads to- rehearse skills
on paper, chalk hourds, Ia[ay ground etc.

\ BegLrL to- form. some recogmsa,ble J‘oirw,d-u,a cursive letters,

calaLtaL letters and numerals.

. Have an undarsto,ndmg of WTLtLrLg their own name.

. Within KST and KS2, every class will have at least one ta,ught

ha,n,dwnti,ng session of alalo,mjctmately 20 minutes per week .
In classes where haerWnthg is weaker, more sessions will
be needed and groups of Iau,ads may need to- receive
hcmdwﬁ,tmg intervention.

\ /-/andwrtt'mg sessions will meet the need.s of the age group

bzm,g tau.gh,t. Thzy will focus on the direct teachmg of letter
fmmatton as well as the opportunity fOT slo,eLLLngs, relevant

/ceH vm:abu,tary or sentences/ Iaaragra,ahs related to core
texts, dictation etc. to be modelled by adults and rehearsed

b,y the children.

. Lined paper should he wsed for hcmdwn’tmg specific

exercises. Lines should he well slo,aced to- start with ( UsLng
slo,ecl,a[ /w,ndwn;tmg Iaalo,er') and gradually ro,ducmg to s'LngLQ



lines.

- Children are given a handwriting hook from Year !, which
continues throughout the schoot.

. Write legibly using upperand lower case letters with correct
joins.

. Ensure that letters sit on the base line and are consistent in
size with ascenders and descenders that are the correct leng th
and formation.

< Leave the correct space hetween words.

< Form capital letters and use where appropriate.

. Form numerals that are consistent in size and sit on the base
line.

< Improve the speed of writing and hegin to- write automatically
so” promoting creativity in independent writing.

KEY STAGE 2
/m,lamvo, q/uaLLtH, slaeed and stamina of ha,n,dwntmg.

- Quality: Ensure letlers are consistently sized with equal word
spacing and that ascenders and descenders are parallel and do
not touch words on the lines above and below-

- Jpeed: Improve speed of handwriting to- allow- creative writing tor
take precedence over the task of handwriting and be ahble to- take
'cLu,Lc/c notes at a faster pace.

. Stamina: Have the strength and motility tobe able to- write for
longer periods of time without fatigue.

Have full /cncrwted.ge and ahility of the different forms of handwrtttng for
different purposes:

. Neat, j oined, cursive letters for writing passages and La,rge



amounts of text, lists and letters.
. Printed or ca,lai,ta,[ letters for posters, notices, hzad'mgs, La,b,edi,ng,
and fo7m fLLLLn,g.

Resources

The school uses an agmd cursive ‘scrtlat’ to- support the to,achi,ng of
handwﬁ,tmg. This script supports the mode[[tng of fo7ml;n,g letters
using the agmd school cursive system.

Letter Joins is used to LnteractLVQLy model haerwrtthg and matches

our agmd cursive 5Cﬁ70,t.

The Letter Joins font should be used for any worksheets/ Iarmted
documents around school to consLsterLtLy model our handwrtti,ng
alalaroach.

Equa,l, opportunities a,nd,Spe,cLa,L need.s

All children must have the opportunity and the encouragement to- reach
their full Iaatenttal mgard[ess of ruce, creed or sex. Children with
S,o,ecLaL Educational needs, where necessary, will be Iarcrvided with
sp,chaLLst equipment such as Iazn,cLL grips, wider ruled lined Iaaper/
coloured paper. Intervention is available for children who experience
siganLcarLt difficulties to proctice pre writing skills and fine motor
coordination.

Supporting Fine Motor Development

We understand that to hecome competent writers, children need to have
mastered their fine motor a,b,LLLtH. This is an area of great focus in EYFS




and continues when necessary into other year groups.

Assessment, Monitoring and Moderation

Children in the EYFS are assessed on an ongoing basis through
observation, ha,ndwﬁ,tmg informs part of this. Within KQ,H Stage One
and KQ,H S tage Two, haererthg is assessed as part of children’s

Wn;thg assessments on a half thmLH hasis.

Homework

Children are encouraged to- wse the cursive scrtlat in all written home

Leammg :
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